
Since 1996, Peoples Bank and the Hammes family have invested in Kankakee County 
youth through its Scholar Program. The program provides scholarships to area high school 
graduates who plan to attend Kankakee Community College or Olivet Nazarene University as 
incoming freshman and returning sophomores. To date, the Scholar Program has awarded 
$228,000 in scholarships to area students.

Separate from the Scholar Program, the Hammes family has, to-date, granted scholarships to 
area students attending out-of-area colleges and universities totaling $262,000.

Commitment to its community  
has been a core value of Peoples Bank since its founding in 1962. Giving back is simply in our 
DNA. Year after year, Peoples contributes nearly 5% of its profits back to the community in 
which its customers and employees live, work, play, and call “home”.  
In 2019, this amounted to a total contribution of $70,934.

 means GIVING BACK

SCHOLAR PROGRAM

LEFT to RIGHT: Greg Bruner, ONU Financial Aid Director; LoRyelle Robinson; Dr. Michael Boyd, KCC President; Emilee Alvarado; Faith 
Davison; Zachary Rayman; Michael Garcia; and Jeff Hammes.
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Peoples Bank is very 
proud to sponsor the 
Splash program for 
the third year. Splash 
is a partnership 
with the local YMCA to teach life-saving swimming lessons to 
second graders from Kankakee schools. Hundreds of students have 
benefited from Splash lessons at the YMCA, improving self-esteem 
and fostering an appreciation of the water as these children mature. 

SPLASH! PROGRAM

 means VOLUNTEERING

The spirit of giving is reflected in our talented officers 
and employees, many of whom donate their time 
and talents to charities, civic boards and committees 
throughout our community.

Nick Bufford
Kankakee Kiwanis Club, Board Member
Community Foundation of Kankakee County
Limestone Youth Baseball/Softball Board

Laura Umphrey
Catholic Charities, Money Management 
Advisory Council
Manteno Chamber of Commerce,  
Ambassador

Ryan Barrie
Boy Scouts of America, Current positions:
Assistant Cubmaster, Pack 349 of Kankakee
Committee Chairperson, Troop 349 of Kankakee
Finance Chairperson, Venturing Crew 319 of 
Bradley
Friends of the Library 
Knights of Columbus, Notre Dame Council 7072

Matt Olszewski
Kankakee Development Corporation
Merchant Street Music Fest Committee
Kankakee Events Partnership

Jeff Hammes
Kankakee County Chamber of Commerce 
Board Member
Economic Alliance of Kankakee County,  
Vice Chair, Board Member
Kankakee Community College Foundation, 
Board Member
MBVM Parish Finance Council

Mimi Barnes
Hispanic Partners
Pause for Patriotism
Sleep in Heavenly Peace

Mark Kaner
Knights of Columbus, Notre Dame  
Council #7072
Bishop McNamara Catholic School
Bradley Bourbonnais Little League

VOLUNTEER HOURS OF ALL PEOPLES 
BANK EMPLOYEES IN 2019: 1,119


